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Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to allow those not employed by The City of Everman to ride along and experience the daily emergency and non-emergency operational environment.
Policy 
The policy will establish guidelines for a ride along that maximizes the experience for the rider and the employees of Everman Fire Department. 

Guidelines 

· All riders must be at least 18 years of age. Special exemptions can be made by administrative staff for situations such as an EISD sponsored program or future explorer programs. 

· No Citizen may ride on a city apparatus if he or she has a conviction or pending indictment that would prohibit them from being hired by the City of Everman. Other circumstances that disqualify an applicant include being the subject of a restraining order for a person or address within or near the City of Everman. 
· All riders must sign a waiver form prior to riding on any apparatus. The waiver releases the Department from any claims of the rider for the hazards of riding Fire Department apparatus.
· Individuals desiring to ride emergency fire apparatus must contact the Assistant Chief of Operations to schedule a ride-out.  This must be accomplished at least 72 hours prior to the ride-out.  To be considered, individuals/entities must be willing to follow all Department safety rules, including wearing appropriate protective clothing, if required. 
· Prior to arrival, the individual and/or entity must complete the appropriate Waiver of Liability Forms. The completed original waiver will be maintained at Fire Administration.  The individual who wishes to ride out will be provided a copy of the waiver, which must be given to the Company Officer at the time of the ride-out.
· Ride-outs will only be permitted between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and will not exceed 12 hours in length.
· Clothing should be casual and comfortable in nature; however, shorts, skirts, sleeveless shirts, sandals, or baggy-fitting clothes shall not be permitted.  Observers shall not wear clothing containing the Everman Fire Department Logo.
· All riders shall follow the orders of the officer in charge of the company selected to accommodate the rider. The company officer shall have the authority to immediately revoke the privilege of the rider participation at any time. Company Officers will closely monitor incidents for safety, and appropriateness.  The Company Officer has the responsibility to safely remove a ride-out from any dangerous or inappropriate situation
· Riders shall not be allowed to enter any residence or other building during any incident, including medical calls. Students seeking state certification and medical personnel shall be allowed to enter residences and buildings.
· During any working fire, the rider shall be directed to report to the Incident Commander. During any Hazardous Materials Incident, the rider shall be directed to report to the Staging Manager.
· No cameras will be permitted outside of the fire station and riders are to comply with all city state and federal policy in regards to privacy and confidentiality
· No concealed weapons shall be allowed on any city vehicle 
